MODEL DRAGS

Jonged tp Gary Hewick, Hetrick must have
wianted to beat Yates pretty bad because he
didn’t even wall for the green light and so
eliminated himself, giving Gas Top Elimi-
nator win to Yates with a guick 1,22 I don’t
kniow df this had any bearing on the outcome
of the last race, bul [ overheard Yates tell-
ing Hetrick be would make him walk home
if he beat Ray — a matter of 30 miles,

In the Special Nowvice Class, which was
open anly to competitors who have not pre-
vigusly riun in one of the meets coverdéd by
REC Mapazine, the action was hot and
heavy, This class was composed of Fuel Top
Eliminator cars only, and the most out-
standing car belonged to Pete Zimmerman.
His dragster turned times of 1.10:and 1.11
in competition, which was a lot better than
sume of the more experienced racers. Be-
tween Fimmerman-and Don Hellingswerth,
who won the ciass, the two of them disposed
of the rest of the competition: Hollingsworth
was running &ocar that was built by Bob
Braverman and was turning et.'s of 1.18
apd 1. 10 which, together with his fast re-
flexes on-the start button, was what it took
to win Movice Class,

And this brings us o the largest and most
popular class, Fuel Top Eliminator, Tt
started with Chuck Blavnes's six volt Ram
powered rail turming a I3 et to beat
Shaver's 1.24, Jed Donghoe's super quick
thumb, a good hole job, and a 1.1% et. pul
Wayne Cartmetl's rall on the trailer al-
though Cartrmell had o much better 1.11.
Tien Rhoden had the timing of the Christ-
mas trez periect as he pul a good hole shol
on Ois Austin for the win, Joe Merrill spun

;

The best race of the meet pivted Beb Hra-
verman, on the left, against Manwal Maldo-
pade, Mangal won with o guick 103 et

Chuek Blaney had o wade through some
stiff comperition o win “Fuel Top Elimina-
tar”, trach manager Jim Mille is on right.
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g pear to give the next rage to Ciary Venem.
Bob Braverman was up next to face Bob
Murdeck, but it was all over in the very fast
time of 1.06 as Braverman laid claim to the
lowest et, of the meet thus Tar. Craig Smith
red lighted on the next start to give the race
to John Cukras. The final tun of the first
round wzs 2 bye run for Manual Maldo-
nado. Manmmal’s car won Best Constructed
Car of the Meel earlier, Tt was a brand new
car which was just completed the day of the
meeat and this was s very first ran. He
miade his bve run on 30 volts and with a
begutifl run of 1.06 he tied Braverman's
1.061 The start of round two saw Blayney
turn a real quick 109 1o beat Donahos’s
slower 1,19 Iim Rhoden look the next race
againsl Gary Venem, Mext up were the two
fastest cars of the meet, Braverman and
Maldonado with identical 1.06 er's. The
tension on this race was terrific as both men
knew the Christmas tree wonld be the decud-
ing factor. Beth cars were carefully. pre-
pared, the track cleaned from one end Lo the
other and then the cars were placed on the
track, The Christmas tree started itz count-
down, yellow, wellow, yellow, then gresn
and Braverman was off the line first with a
half a car lead over MMaldonado. It stayed
this way 'till the halfway point when all of
a sudden Manual's car passed Bob's and
won pulling away, A check of the clocks
showed Maldonado with a 1.05 for low et
of the meel to Bob's 1,15 Bob checked his
car over and found a frozen besring which
accounted for his slower et The final run
in the second round was a 1.13 bye run by
Tohn Cukras. Chuck Blayney™s guick t.08
put Jim Rhoden on the trailer, John Cukras
put a hole shet on Maldonado but ancther

£r:

Gary Herriek's 1 2-valt Ram 850 powered
gas modified roadster way riimner-up fo Ray
Yates for tup gos eliminator, Note letiering,

1.05 by Manual won the race ta John's los-
ing 1.13. This left the final two cars in Fuel
Bragster class, Chuck Blayney and Manual
Maldonada, With Chock’ previous low o1,
of LO% and Manual's 1.05 this promised
for be another good race, The spectators
lined the track from one end to the other
and were standing on chairs and anvthing
else handy. straining to pet a pood view of
the track. Chuck put a fantastic hole job on
Manual, at least three fect, and altheugh
Manual was closing the gap, it was just too
big as Chuck Blaynev won Fuel Dragster
clazs. In o way, Manusl won too a5 he had
bailt the car that Chuck won with,

For the Fuel Top Eliminator runoffs, Jim
Gallagher, owner of -T&1 Raceways, drew
the bve run and soloed his Fuel Competition
Coupe winner on 30 volts at 1.21. Ths
brought up Chuck Blaypey to race Rav
Yates' Fuel Modified Readster winner,
which beat out his competition turning 1.11.
Eay had won Best Constructed Car of the
Meet at the last four R&C mects but at thiz
one he pulled a switch. His brand new fuel
modified roadster was judged Best Appear-
g Car. 1 don't belicve Ray has a car in his
box that wouldn't be capable of winning
gither best constructed or best Appearing.
Thev're all beauties. Well, Ray put his road-
ster on the starting line and Blayney put his
rail on the line ‘and [.08 seconds later it
was &l over as Blayney won. This brought
the final run for Fuel Top Eliminator to the
line, Blayney and lim Gallagher, Blayney
had been cutting that geeen light pretty close
and the guestion arose whether he would
foul on the next one. Bot Chuck had the
lights syachronized perfectly as he beat Gal-
lagher’s coupe with another quick 109 e 1!




