by Gene Husting

HiG DEAG MEET was held in the San

Francisco area with the spscial
awards being an expense puid toip 1o the
Loz Angeles area For each of the four
eliminater bracket winners, The winners
were, Jim  Bernasconi, ‘Top Fuel; Denny
Lynn, Top Gas; George Munson. Middle;
and Bob Whitaker, Littlé Eliminator. The
meet was sponsored by the Arcers Drag
Racing Club of San Jose: Transportation
for the W mile, each way, twip was fur-
aished by Vilas Bambler of Supnyvale, who
donated the use of two 1963 Vi Eambler
wapgons for the trip. The purpose of the trip
was aospecial drag meet which was held
at T & J Slét Racing. 3414 Long. Beach
Blvd., Long Beach, Calif. Besides the four
winners, the officers of the Arcers club com-
peted at the J-&:J meet along with a fow
othier competitors from the San Francisco
area, Incidently, any of you drag racers in
the San Francizco area who would like o
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compete ai the -Arcers drag meets can con-
tact the  Arcers president, Rudy Perer,
2425 - 2181 Avenue, San Francisco, Calif,
for information on their meets,

§ & § Slot Eacing has been the center
of drag-racing in the Los Angeles area and
therefore was a natural choice for the
Arcers club to hold an event. Owr first drag
meel, covered Tor Bod & Cuslom Magazine
in the March, 1965 Hzsie, was also at
J & Fs. so this meet iz in the way of an
encore, To give vou an idea how zood this
track is, Jim Gallagher, the owner of
J & I's, has buill more than a dozen similar
drag strips for other slot tracks across the
coyniry. The black formica strip is 53 feet
lone with Macioch thick by “G-inch wide
brass bar used for the cottact strips, This
pives the cars a fantastic amount of power
all the wav down Lo the finish line. Two
clocks are used, one for each lane, as well
as individual start buttons for each lane.
There is soe green light, and then the red
foul light for ¢ach lane, @and also the win
hights at the finish line.

The meet was held-on Satorday night so
the -fellows from the north arrived early
Saturday-morning and had the whaole day
for tune up runs to get used o the sirip.
Bob Cartwright came by owith some friends
toe spectate; but he ended ap with the Jilf-
culi job of checking over and registering
the chrs, Before the meet staried, judging
for Best Appearing ‘and Best Constructed
was pecformed, Chuck Blayney, who won
Top Eliminator at the B & O Motorama
meet, wiped out his car at ong of 1he T & ]
weekly meets, when the car hit the para-
chute and folded up like -an  accordion.
This has happened to quite a few of the
lighter flexi-fivers mow, Chuck bt an ex-
act-duphicate of his other car for this meet
and he did such-a great job'on it that it
was awarded Best Constructed Car of the
mect, Best Appearing was won by the
immaculate Willys coupe belonging to Mike
Fazio of the Arcers célub. Besides being
perfectly detailed it had a working front end
with Teaf suépension and shock absorbers.

Tim Crullaghes started the meer with:stock
class eliminations. Final ren in stock class
pitted  Oiis Awostm's Dodpe against - Bob
Nord's  Plymeath. Auvstin proved: a  little
quicker on the Lights and won the eace with
a good 153 ef. Nord lost but turned an
identical 1.53 e, The findl run in gas class
pitted  tweo of the racers from the Morth,
Jim Handy with hiz Kemtron powered Cor-
vair, and Richard Handeock with his Pitl-
man 854 powered Willvs, Although 99 per
cent of the motors used by the fellows
around here are the: Ram B30 & 8§37, 6 & |2
volt motors, the feflows from Frizce ave still
experimenting with other types. Handy's
Kemtron proved to be faster than Hand-
cock's Priman: and won gas class with a
162 et Joe Merrill's fine running Ram
pewered 3d Ford coupe won ahered class
with & guick 1.35 e, and Bob Nord's Ram
powerad 32 Ford won roadsier class with
a 140 et Denny Lynn, of the Arcers.

woR gas competition coupe clizs with hiz
Cox powesed entry @ 123 when Riley
Devis's enlry gof a little too much bite and
jumped out of the slol Hay Yales super
sanilary Rem pewersd entry. won gas medi-
fied roadster clazs with a real guick 116
and Tom- Mever ook zas dragster class
with a .22

Ihis brings us up to the fuel lop elimi:
nalor ciazcs which have alwavs been the
most poputar and hardest won classes. B
seems evervbody fikes to tun these (ype
cars &% well as watch them race. Although
there’s much more work too buoilding snd
tummg 2 fuel tvpe car, the Tuel classes-al-
ways have the most enirics and, it seems,
the best races. The final round m fusl
comp. coupe pitted Gary Shaver, who had
a best et of 1,15 aeainst Ron Scholz, with
a besl et of 1.20. Ron Scholz along with
hiz brother Vern. made the long trip all
the way down from Sacramesto for this
meet. Shaver was a litle faster on the
buttons than Scholz, and won with-a 1.20
e1. The final round in fuel med. roadster
found Ray Yates, with an earher 107 eit.
faving Bob ‘Whitaker, of the Arcers; with
a car butlt by Denny Lyno. Whitaker on
a previous round turmed 3 1.09, which stood
a5 low et among the group from the North,
Yales 5 nol noted #@s being very fast on
the buttons but it was a pretiy pood starl,
excepl about %o of the way down Whit-
aker’s car jumped the slot, giving the race
to Yales with a real good 106,

I've slipped Hehtly over the previous
classes s0 I ocan give vou a short round by
round aecount of fuel dragster class. With
seventeen entries T try 1o Keep it brief.
Loren Hays, of the Arcers, with-a 1.34:1ost
the first race to Joe Mérrill with a 1,12,
Paul Shaver, wath a good 107 over Chuck
Blaynev's new car with a 1.17. Jed Dona-
hoe set low ed. of the meet in the next race
with a 105, but red lighted, and he's.gtill
hearing aboul thal red hght, This gave the
race to Gary Yepnem with a 1.17. Bob
Mord wen his race with 4 1,015 against
Rich Bucas of the Arcers with'a .36 Gary




