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Model
Drag

Racing

A huge turnout gave
Inglewood Raceway’s
new strip a rousing

sendoff.

By Gene Husting

His MEET Wwas the ipauguration of a

brand new strip, at Inglewood Race-
wavs, 10308 Hawtherne Blvid., Inglewood,
Calif. The shop s run by Bob & Bill LaBue,
and was opened about a yesr ago with g
fing roud course that Bob built by himself,
He did a great job building the road conrse,
and being an enthusiastic participant at
Lions Dirap Sirip, his next project was 1o
build a strip of his ewn in his stot shop.
He buill il nsing a leght lan formica sur-
face with theee 12 volt batteries for power.
Survevor's instruments were used 1o level

o g m LA
Rav Yates,

: ! . i
on - the ripht. carefully semis s tiees to the track
af Crary Fenewa, on the fefi, checks Ny stard baiton. Gary put
Ray. an the frailer with o fantosiic. threefoor ole shat start,

und straighten the irack. Eguipmecnt in-
cludes individual start bultans for each lane.
a-vellow cavtion fizht, & green lizhi, and
the dreaded red light for each lane.

After three hours of tunc-up runs, Lhe
track was closed down so the meet could
get started, Fim Bartosh did a fine job ron-
ning the meet, sud Bob LaRue handled the
Slaging of the cars and the vellow and green
Hght butten: From the expressions on Boh's
Face during the meet, I don’t think he could
have had any Better time a1l Lions

We had a pood turnout of cars in the
Fuel Top Eliminator division with 17 fuel
rails entered. Because thiz seems to be the
sl popular class, Pmogoing te slip lightly
over the other three divisions first so vou
can have a full feport on the fuelers. The
action was hot and heavy in the Littlé Elim-
mater runoffs: with these realistic little
bimbs really putting on & good show. Bab
Merds 12 volt Ram powered 63 Dodge
stock class winner with a 1.72 ed., was pit
ted apainst Tweely’s Revell powered Mus
tang sports car winner which had a 207
e, Mord is very fast 'on the bultons; and
with a five car length jump off the line, he
shut down the Mustang by quite a few
lengths, turning & 1L.71 ed: This broughl up
Tim Rhoden's 12 volt Ram powered Corvair
gas class winner, which turned & very mond
131 el. on his bye run. lo race againsi
Nord., Nord was lightaing fast on the but-
tons apain. and besl Rhoden ouwl of the
chute by bwo car lengths, but by the half-
way Thark Rhoden cawght up with Nord
and at the finish it was Rhoden taking Little
Eliminator with - a [.57 et

Joe Merrill Brought his 12 volt Ram pow
ered ‘34 Ford cowpe, which had a class
winnimg 146 et to the line to rdce Dick

h

The fans strdgin for-a view oy Jim Crallupher, on the fefr, o

Mergel's modified sports class winner which
had turned a 1.66 ed. Mereill was pretly
quick off the ling, and his car was quick all
the way down the scale gquarter mile as he
wan - Middie Eliminator with & 1748 et
This brought up what Ray Yates refers 1o
as the “Blackie Carbon™ type cars, the Gas
Top Eliminator machines. Blackie Carbon
o nody these 12 voll Ram speedsters roally
haul. with both Ray and Je Kirkwood
turnng 1,05 et’s ol the last drag meet at
“Horsepawer City” (T & I's in Long Beach ).
Well, im Bartosh brought Bis gas competi-
tion coupe class winner, which furncd a
LIZ e, up to race Jim Kitkwood’s gas
dragster class winner which had g 1.25 e,
After & pretty even start, Kirkwoosd's ear
iomped out of the slof leaving an easy win
to Bartesh with a 1.26 ed, Bartesh then
had to race Bab Nords modified raadster
class winner 1hal had a 122 et Nard was
his usual quick self wn the buttans, grd with
a good hole shot he won Gas Top Elimi.
nator with a 1,20 c.t.

And mowe e the largest clasy of the
meet, which is also the most exciting, seera-
waling, tewarding, thankless, nervewrack-
ing, anxious, satisfving,  hectic. efe. elo.
all depending, of course, on whether VL
won or fost yous race. The preparation for
these races is. fantastic, Besides: the howrs
spent petting the cars tuned up, thers s also
much time spent on the practice baittans, I
know of at léast two puvs who take a nap
before the races (o help their reaction time
on the bullons. And some of the euvs have
to dry the sweat from their hands before
they pick the buttons up, and then they're
shaking s0 moch s hard for them Lo koop
froom red lighting, The tension is tervific!
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of Sl Rucewavs, pulls o four-foot lead on Carl Carlson for
the win, These fuelers are something (o see dnring comipetition,
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